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AIR QUALITY BASICS

A REFRESHER
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Ground-Level Ozone
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ÅThe most pervasive air pollutant in Maryland and many other 
ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΧ2015 ozone standard. In 2020, Maryland 
recorded the fewest number of bad ozone days ever recorded 
in a year



Particulate Matter
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ÅFor the past 10 years, fine particle levels have met the federal 
air quality standards. Typically, particle levels are higher in 
urban areas.zone standard. In 2020, Maryland recorded the 
fewest number of bad ozone days ever recorded in a year



¢ƘŜ ¦ƎƭȅΧ
Å Significant air quality events, such as those occurring in Denora, PA 

in 1948, New York City in 1953, 1963 and 1966 as well as many 
others throughout the nation, prompted the federal government to 
enact the Clean Air Act
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¢ƘŜ .ŀŘΧ
Å Up until 2010, Maryland continued to experience numerous bad air 

quality events with ground-level ozone and particulate matter levels 
in the unhealthy range
ï 2005 MIT PM Study - Maryland identified as the riskiest place to breathe the 

air west of the Mississippi

ï 2008 - EPA designates the Baltimore area as the worst ozone area outside of 
California and Texas
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https://pixabay.com/photos/baltimore-harbor-bay-tourism-4027194/

¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘΧ
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Å In recent years, Maryland has achieved the federal fine particle standard, 
as well as the 2008 ozone standard, and is moving towards achieving the 
more stringent 2015 ozone standard.  In 2020, Maryland recorded the 
fewest number of bad ozone days ever recorded in a year.



2021 - CLEAN AIR HIGHLIGHTS

PROGRESS CONTINUES
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Clean Air Highlights

ÅCƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
improved

Å Air quality policies and regulations have lowered levels of six 
common pollutants τparticles, ozone, lead, carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen dioxide, and sulfur dioxide 
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